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i Tn Cctober 1936, SUMITOMO (4% ,#L }j, a Japonose industrialist, begen work on
natr ohion of a rofinery ab tamp'yong (127=22, 0-14) % Construction of
+ {urnace and tuo lead furnaces was completad in November 1937 axd
Suery bogan operstion in Jenmary 1938, The purpose of the refinery was
duoe sopper, 1ead; gold, and silver by processing mineral ores from
e e i3nas, 39-26), Yongjung (127-50, /0-10), Tanchon (128-54s
onc Sonchon (12454, 39-48), which were all under the management of
TR0,  fa Ocbobor 1941, the lead-bullion electrolysis factory vas egtablished.
d produced at the factory was sent to Hungnam and Yavata (13048, 33-52) in
an, while gold end silver bullion was senb to Japan for further refining.
Jatove Horid Ver 1L, the Munp 'yong refinery ms one of the three largest in

oren.

©  ptter the outbreak of the wary gold producticn was 1limited by the govermmen® . and
ampey production wag cimtailed bocause of & lack of raw materials. The retir=
ary aninly produced lead during the war. The refinery was closed dovn aftur the
- Jmpancee sirrender urtil 13 Ootober 1945, when 1t opensd as the llational ump'jong
Ref'inery of the Nerth Korean povernment. It 313 not suffer a loss of equipment
duxing the iiberabion.

The {achory mapagement bogan to experiment with the production of lead arscnates
whieh is used in farming, using by-products of lead bullion, arsenate acld; and
cloctrolybtic lead. Fhe results of the experiment wero successful, and the ro—
finory began Ho produce lead arsensbe in February 1946. To meet the Kerean
Gomand of an anrmal oubput of 500 tons a year, & NeW 1ead arsenate factory was

it by 13 Cotober 1946, vhen jt went into full production.

in Apeil 1947, nev sjilver elsctrolysis cquipment was installed in the refinery
g0 that gold and silver could be completely refined at the plant without having
to be shipped to Japan. TFrom Yerch 1948 on, a8 a rosult of further cxperinenta=
wion, the refinery wasd able to produce bismith bullion from 1itharge while pro=

dueing gold and silver.
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4. The North Korean governuent had to accelerate the program of the factory to

swet the de.and for goods being shipped to the Soviet Uni mn. 4 100-ton blast
fyriyace, which was idle in the ChinnampTo Refinery, was moied to the Munp'yong
Yefinery 3o November 1949 and put into use in Dacember. "hirty-six naw eleo-
wrolytic cells were alse built to aid in increasing produ:tion,

SEGRET

e

. £. The lead arsenate factory was ‘suspended in January 1950 23 a result of diffi-
culiies in disposing of the products. Difficulties werc sxperienced in pie~
ducing bismuth by electrolysis, and 30 the factory conveted to a dry-refining
vethod. In Mareh 1950, with the installation of a 250-kilowatt generator,

16 new eiackrolytic cella were installed, followed by 717 more in June, bringing

ha total %o 288, :

¥ Witk the additional ejquipsent, the bismuth output reacied 1,000 tons monthly,
and the lorth Korean authorities planned to add anoth«r 288 cells, However,
wiih the Horth korein invasion of South Korea, the nus project was not realized,
and oroduchion declinced pecause of ¢ifficulties in transgortation and exploi-
sation of mineral ores. By Octover (950, 50 cells wire in Operation.

'8, On 1 September, thrae boubs fell arsund the blast fuimace room, destlroyirg the
uuilding and a part of the fumace :nd killing sevea men and injuring nirs.
On 71 September, the refinery stopy:4 pr.duction end all wachinery was movea
from one ko three kiloneters fram tie original #ita,  All the factory wrkers
wore discharged and the staff members fled. K )

. When the area was oceupied by United llations troops on 13 October 1950, &
Factory Swlf-Defense Unit was organizcl in the =ind factory. Over 250 lLaborers,
rechnieians and office workers appliec %o join the unit. On 25 October, the
Rufinery ipecisl Headquarters of the T.shan Youth Corps was organized in the
factary to carry on restoration work. By 3i October, the oxygen factory and :
silver alsctrolytic squip.ent were resired and on 15 Hovenber the lexd elec=
trolybic squipment had all been moved bock inte the original plant by the self-
defance unit, which rna.ed itself .unpiyong Fuehiry Self-Defense Urit.

#y, Since two of the three largest refinerie; in North Korsa, at Hungnam and Chin-
namgo‘e. wore destroyed in the Koreapn Wer, the Munp'yon Refinery rewained as
%g )é?,lﬁ\y iactory of any importance which could possibly funchicn,

-;gagg;;’ For a préwious repori .a the Munp'yong Refinery, see

Enoiz: ) iaventory of p¥operty of Lunp'yong Refinery
1 ¢31lection of charts °
3 3.st of equipunent
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